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The mission of Sonoma Mountain 
Preservation is to preserve the 
mountain’s scenic, agricultural 
and natural resources; expand 

recreational opportunities there; 
and provide a forum for 

constructive discussion of issues 
relating to the mountain.

This year’s Journal highlights 
recreation on Sonoma Mountain 

and throughout its range.

THE PLEASURES OF OPEN SPACE
Tracy Salcedo

    Volume 18, no. 1           December, 2018

  Inside
Letter from the Chair     

A Living Chain: Mtn Stewards

Recreation in the Sonoma Mtns 

A Mountain, A Chain & a Claim

Sonoma Mountain Trek

 

   

The þ rst peoples of southern 
Sonoma county, the Coast 
Miwok, placed oona-pa’is 
— Sonoma Mountain — at 
the center of the world, 
imagining its summit as 
an island in the primordial 
ocean at the beginning of 
time.

Geologists tell a similar story 
—that Sonoma Mountain’s 
layers of volcanic and 
sedimentary rock, pushed 
upward by tectonic forces, 
rose from the depths of a 
shallow sea.

“There’s a trail up there. 

Always has been.”  

 – Milo Shepard

Back when I was a runner, this was my 
ƳƻŘǳǎ ƻǇŜǊŀƴŘƛΦ !Ɗ ŜǊ ǿǊƛǝ ƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ LΩŘ 
ōƻƎ ŘƻǿƴΣ ōǊŀƛƴ Ŏƭǳǧ ŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘΦ 
Done, I’d think. And I’d head out. I’d run 
ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŶ  ŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǎƪƛǊǘǎ 
ƻŦ {ƻƴƻƳŀ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
ǇŀǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƛƴǎ ƻŦ WŀŎƪ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ 
²ƻƭŦ IƻǳǎŜΦ LΩŘ ƭŀȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǎȅ 
ǊǳƛƴǎΣ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ LΩŘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƎǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
ǊŜŘǿƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǊȅŜ ƎǊŀǎǎΤ LΩŘ ǎǿŜŀǘ 
ƻǳǘ ǎǘŀƎƴŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘƘŀǊƎȅΦ ¢ƘŜƴ LΩŘ Ǌǳƴ 
ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ LΩŘ ǊŜπŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ 
ōȅ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝ ƴƎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ

For me, Sonoma Mountain holds an 
ƛǊǊŜǎƛǎǝ ōƭŜ ƭǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ǳǇ 
there to discover, to explore, to become 
ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƳǇ Řƻǿƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
WŀŎƪ [ƻƴŘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ Ƴȅ 
personal touchstone. For me and my Glen 
9ƭƭŜƴ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΣ 
ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΣ Ŝŀǎȅ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘΦ 
.ǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀƊ ŜǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǎƘŀŘƻǿΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ 
ƻƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΣ ǿŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘ ǘǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ 
ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ L ƭƻǾŜ 
ǘƘŀǘΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƘƻǎǘ 
companions keep me company.

5ƛŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴƻƳŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
stroll the mountain’s meadows and canyons 
ŦƻǊ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΚ /ƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƻǳǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
ǘƻ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƛƴƎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƻŀƪ 
ƻǊ Ƙǳƴǝ ƴƎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿΣ ƻǊ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƭƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŜƪΣ 
ƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘǿƻƻŘǎΚ L Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ 

aŜȄƛŎŀƴ Řƻƴǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƘƻǊǎŜōŀŎƪ ǊƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳƛǘ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿǎΦ ²Ŝ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ 
same impulse when we turn to each other 
ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά[ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘƛƪŜΦέ ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǝ ƳŜΦ

¢ƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŜǊŀ ƻŦ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝ ƻƴ ƻƴ {ƻƴƻƳŀ 
aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ 
ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ .ƻǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘ ƴƻǿΥ ǎŜŎƭǳŘŜŘ 
ǊŜŘǿƻƻŘ ƎǊƻǾŜǎΣ ǘǳŎƪŜŘπŀǿŀȅ ŎŀǎŎŀŘŜǎΣ 
ǿƛƭŘƅ ƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ōƭƻƻƳΦ .ǳǘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŀŎǝ Ǿƛǘȅ 
ǿŀǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǇŀƭŜǧ Ŝ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ŘŀȅǎΦ [ƻŎŀƭ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ aƛƭƻ {ƘŜǇŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ WƛƳ 
.ŜǊƪƭŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ŭ ǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ 
ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŜŜƭƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƛƴōƻǿ ǘǊƻǳǘΦ 
hǘƘŜǊǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙǳƴǝ ƴƎ ŘŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘ 
boar in the canyons above Glen Ellen 
ŀƴŘ 9ƭŘǊƛŘƎŜΦ {ǳŎƘ ŀŎǝ Ǿƛǝ Ŝǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦŀǾƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ ŀ ƘǳƴǘŜǊ 
ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƘŜƊ ƛƴƎ ŀ Ǝǳǧ ŜŘ ŘŜŜǊ 
ƻǊ ŀ ōƻȅ ǎǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǘŎƘ 
ƻŦ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŎǊŀǿŘŀŘǎ ς ŀǎ .ŜǊƪƭŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ 
the late 1930s, at a penny apiece – would 
ŘǊŀǿ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΣ ŀƴƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŀǊǊŜǎǘΦ

¢ƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муулǎ 
ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǎŜŜƪŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴŜŀǊōȅ Ŏƛǝ Ŝǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀǿƴŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƻǇ ƻŦ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎƘƻǳǎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǊŀƴŎƘŜǎΦ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇƛƭŜ ƻũ  
ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻũ ŜǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǿŀǎ WŀŎƪ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ 

continued on page 4
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Letter
from the

Chair

 Sense of Place:
The Mountain

in Your Backyard
Meg Beeler

LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƴŀǊǊƻǿƛƴƎ оллл ōŜŀǳǝ Ŧǳƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ мол ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ 
LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘŜƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƳŀǇǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŎǊŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎ 
όǘƘǊŜŜΗύΣ ƎŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝ ŜǎΣ 
ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΣ ǇŀǊƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 
readers with a comprehensive and 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǊƛŎƘŜǎΦ 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ {at .ƻŀǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ όŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎύ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǝ ƻƴ ƻŦ Where 
the World Begins: Sonoma Mountain 
Stories and Images. 

The book is at the printer! You’ll receive 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǇȅ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ 
ƻƴŜΦ LŦ ƴƻǘΣ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ 
ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǇǊƛŎŜ όǿŜΩƭƭ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇύΣ ƻǊ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 
website sonomamountain.orƎ.

²ŜΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ Year of 
Sonoma Mountain events to build public 
ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 
in what may be the world’s smallest 
Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǊŀƴƎŜτŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ {ƻƴƻƳŀΣ 
¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ .ŜƴƴŜǧ  aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎτƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
backyard!

!ǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ŭ ǊŜǎΣ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƘŜŀƭǎΦ {ƻ ǿŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊπƳƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
the mountain to explore the beauty and 
ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ 
ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
here, we will all be enriched.

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǝ ƻƴ 
envelope or tŀȅtŀƭ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ websiteΥ

¶ hǊŘŜǊ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀ 
special discount, $35 per copy 
όŘƻƴŀǝ ƻƴ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜύΦ

¶ aŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ Řƻƴŀǝ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
book ($100 or more includes a 
ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪύΦ

¶ LƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ Řƻƴŀǝ ƻƴ ǘƻ 
{at ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ 
ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǝ ƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
mountain.

{at ƛƴ !Ŏǝ ƻƴΥ .ŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŎŜƴŜǎ 

aǳŎƘ ƻŦ {atΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ нр ȅŜŀǊǎ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΣ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ 
and ears tuned to what’s needed on the 
mountain.

hǳǊ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎτōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǝ ƴƎ 
ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мффлΩǎτƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǝ ƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
Guidelines that apply to Sonoma, Taylor, 
and the Mayacamas Mountains, and 
ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŝũ ƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ слл ŀŎǊŜǎ 
(the orchard and Grandmother Redwood 
ŀǊŜŀύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴƻƳŀ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

/ŜƴǘŜǊ ό{5/ύ ǘƻ WŀŎƪ [ƻƴŘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 
tŀǊƪ ƛƴ нллмΦ 

²ŜΩǾŜ Ŏƻƴǝ ƴǳŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
ƴǳŘƎƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ SDC 
/ƻŀƭƛǝ ƻƴ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜǘ 
ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴǳƭǝ ǇƭŜ άǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎέ ǘƻ 
ŦƻǊƳ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǘ {5/Φ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5/ [ŀƴŘǎ 
/ƻƳƳƛǧ ŜŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ Ŭ ƴŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝ ƻƴǎ ƻƴ 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝ ƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ό{ƻƴƻƳŀ /ǊŜŜƪ 
Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {5/ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǝ ŀƭ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜƪύΤ ŎǊŜŀǝ ƴƎ ōƛƪŜ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
IƛƎƘǿŀȅ мн ǘƻ !ǊƴƻƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΤ 
ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧ ƻƳƭŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŦŀƳƛƴƎΤ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝ ƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΦ

We’re determined to make sure the 700 
ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ {5/ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ is preserved and 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ WŀŎƪ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ƻǊ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 
tŀǊƪǎΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘΣ {at Ŏƻƴǝ ƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀƴŘπŀƴŘπōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ ǳǎŜǎΣ 
ŀ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘƛƻ 
¢ǊǳǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŬ Ŏ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǎŜ ŀǘ {5/Φ 

CƻǊ ǝ ƳŜƭȅ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎΣ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ 
check our C. ǇŀƎe. 

Donate, order book:
   tΦhΦ .ƻȄ мттнΣ DƭŜƴ 9ƭƭŜƴΣ /!  фрппн
   sonomamountain.orƎ όtŀȅǇŀƭκŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘύ

Keep up with Issues and Events:
   • {at ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻk 
   • {5/ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜs 

   • [ƻŎŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜs 

!ǊǘƘǳǊ 5ŀǿǎƻƴ ϧ aƛŎƪŜȅ /ƻƻƪŜ
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {at ōƻƻǘƘΣ DƭŜƴ 9ƭƭŜƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ CŀƛǊΦ

{atΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ōƻŀǊŘΥ
aŜƎ .ŜŜƭŜǊΣ /ƘŀƛǊΤ

!ǊǘƘǳǊ 5ŀǿǎƻƴΣ ±ƛŎŜπ/ƘŀƛǊΤ
bŀƴŎȅ YƛǊǿŀƴΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΤ

WŀŎƪ bƛǎǎƻƴΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦ

Join Us in 2019!
vǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ {ǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧ ŜŜ ƳŜŜǝ ƴƎǎΥ

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ноΤ !ǇǊƛƭ нпΤ Wǳƭȅ нп ϧ hŎǘƻōŜǊ но 
(Wednesdays) оΥол ǘƻ рΥол ta 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴƻƳŀ 9ŎƻƭƻƎȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ 9ƭŘǊƛŘƎŜ
ό{5/ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΦ CƻǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǝ ƻƴǎ ŎŀƭƭΥ ффсπффстύ

DǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŜŜǝ ƴƎΦ 

ƻ̧ǳΩǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΗ
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A LIVING CHAIN:
MOUNTAIN STEWARDS

Arthur Dawson

Lǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ƭƛŦŜǝ ƳŜ
to save a mountain.” 

  τaƛŎƪŜȅ /ƻƻƪŜ

¢ǿŜƴǘȅπŬ ǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƻƴƎǝ ƳŜ DƭŜƴ 9ƭƭŜƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƻƻƪ ƳŜ 
ǳǇ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ IŜ 
wouldn’t tell me what. We hiked to Fern 
[ŀƪŜ ŀǘ 9ƭŘǊƛŘƎŜΣ ŎƛǊŎƭŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ōŀŎƪ 
ǎƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀ Ǌǳǧ ŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŎƪȅ 
dirt road up a steep hill. As the old road 
ƅ ŀǧ ŜƴŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƻŦ 
ŀ ǊŜŘǿƻƻŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōƛƎΣ ōǳǘ 
ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
ƳǳŎƘ ōƛƎƎŜǊΦ

.ƻō ǇŀǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅΣ 
“It’s been a while, but I think this is the 
ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ IŜ ƴƻŘŘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ Ŧŀƛƴǘ ǇŀǘƘ 
ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ōȅ ǎǇƛƴŘƭȅ ǘŀƴ ƻŀƪǎ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƅ ƻƻǊΦ 
Lǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƭΦ IŜ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ƘŀƴŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ Ŭ ǊǎǘΦέ L ǇƭǳƴƎŜŘ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΣ ǎƘǳƉ  ŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƎΦ L ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ǎŀǿ ƛǘΦ [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ L 
stopped in my tracks.

Wǳǎǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƛƎŀƴǝ Ŏ ǊŜŘǿƻƻŘ ǘǊŜŜΣ 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ǝ ƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘǘƘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ 
other on the mountain, its cinnamon bark 
ŦǳǊǊƻǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǿƴΦ CƻǳǊǘŜŜƴ ƻǊ Ŭ Ɗ ŜŜƴ 
ŦŜŜǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎΣ ƛǘ ǊƻǎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ 
9ƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ŦǳƭƭπƎǊƻǿƴ 
trees themselves, curved out and then up, 
ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳƴƪΦ !Ɗ ŜǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 
ƻŦ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΣ .ƻō ǎŀƛŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΣ ά¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ 
like this.”

I later heard about the man who may 
have saved that tree, now called the 
DǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ wŜŘǿƻƻŘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ Iƛǎ 
name was William Thompson, but many 
people called him “Redwood.” When he 
Ŭ Ǌǎǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мурлǎ ƘŜ ƘŀǳƭŜŘ 

ƭƻƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛƭƭ ƻƴ !ǎōǳǊȅ /ǊŜŜƪΦ 9ǾŜƴ ŀǎ 
ƘŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 
ƎŜǘ Ŏǳǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ƘŜ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ 
!ǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǝ ƻƴΣ ƘŜ ǉǳƛǘΦ !ǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ 
ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ 
were cut.

Someone else owned the land on which 
the Grandmother Redwood stood. 
tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ƭƻōōƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ƭŜƊ  ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŀȅΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΦ ²Ŝ Řƻ 
know that Thompson was remembered 
in the Sonoma Index-Tribune as a “soul 
ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜƭǘ ƪŜŜƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ 
nature.” Whether or not Thompson was 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝ ƻƴΣ someone 
decided to save it.

hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŎŜƴŜΤ ƘŜ ǎŜǧ ƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŀǝ ǾŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝ ƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŀŎǝ ŎŜǎ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ 
biodiversity on the mountain. Thompson 
ǿŀǎ ǎǝ ƭƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ {ƻƴƻƳŀ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ 
мфлр ǿƘŜƴ WŀŎƪ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ Ŭ Ǌǎǘ 
ǇŀǊŎŜƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ .Ŝŀǳǘȅ wŀƴŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ 
ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǝ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘǿƻƻŘ 
ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ Ŏǳǘ ŦƻǊ Ŭ ǊŜǿƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ 
charcoal to heat San Francisco. Redwood 
ǿŀǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜƛƎƘǝ ŜǎΣ WŀŎƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǊǘȅΤ 
[ƻƴŘƻƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
mountainside to visit Thompson.

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΣ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƭŦπǎƛǎǘŜǊ 9ƭƛȊŀ 
{ƘŜǇŀǊŘ Ŏƻƴǝ ƴǳŜŘ WŀŎƪΩǎ ŜǘƘƛŎ ƻŦ ǇǊŀŎǝ Ŏŀƭ 
ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΦ Lƴ мфопΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ 
ǎƻƭǾŜƴǘΣ ǎƘŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƳƛŀƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
Beauty Ranch into a dude ranch where 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ 
ƘŀŘ ƭƻǾŜŘΦ !Ɗ ŜǊ 9ƭƛȊŀ ŘƛŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴΣ LǊǾƛƴƎΣ 
ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴŎƘΦ 
Lǘ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŘŜǎǝ ƴŀǝ ƻƴ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ ¢ǿƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ Ǝŀǎ Ǌŀǝ ƻƴƛƴƎ 
ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦŀǊǘƘŜǊ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ŀȅ !ǊŜŀ ƻƴ ǾŀŎŀǝ ƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ {at ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎΣ 
aƛŎƪŜȅ /ƻƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ tŀǘ 9ƭƛƻǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ 
ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 
on horseback.

CƻǊ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǝ ŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǳǊƎŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƻŶ  Ŏƛŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 
{ƻƴƻƳŀ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ƎǊŀƴŘ 
development plans. Those who wanted to 
ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƻ ǊƻŀƳ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǜ ǳƭΦ .ǳǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
ǝ ƳŜǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ Lƴ мффоΣ tŀǘ ŀƴŘ aƛŎƪŜȅΣ 
who both now lived on the mountain, 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ {ƻƴƻƳŀ 
aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ άǘƘŜ 
ǎŎŜƴƛŎΣ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 
ƻŦ {ƻƴƻƳŀ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦέ !ǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǝ ƳŜΣ 
ŀōƻǳǘ мΣнлл ŀŎǊŜǎ όŀōƻǳǘ о ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘύ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝ ƻƴΦ !Ɗ ŜǊ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 
ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǊƛŘƎŜǘƻǇΣ 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŘǊŀƊ ŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴƻƳŀ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 
Development Guidelines, which were 
adopted by the county.

!ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǝ ƳŜΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǊǝ ǎǘ YǊƛǎǝ  
±ǊŜŜƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
realized that Sonoma Mountain was on 
ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊƎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǳǊōŀƴ 
ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƴŜȅŀǊŘǎΦ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ 
ǎƛǘǳŀǝ ƻƴǎ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ {ƘŜ ƴƻǝ ŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŜƳƛπǿƛƭŘ ƭƛƴƪ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀȅŀŎŀƳŀǎ wŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘǊƛŘƎŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 
όŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ {ƻƴƻƳŀ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊύΦ
¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴƻƳŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
/ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ Ƴƻǝ ƻƴπ
ǎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎΣ ¦/ .ŜǊƪŜƭŜȅ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ 
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